


Dear Parents,

Your child, their classmates, and teachers will be participating in Outdoor School, an
exciting residential, environmental education program with Shaver’s Creek
Environmental Center. Outdoor School offers an excellent opportunity to study the
natural world in small groups, providing children with a powerful educational experience
- one we hope they will remember for a long time! This packet will answer some of your
questions about Outdoor School and help you prepare your child to take full advantage
of the experience.

For Outdoor School to reach its full potential for your child, your support and help are
important. The staff of Outdoor School feels a special responsibility to the parents of the
children whom we serve. Your child's teacher or the Outdoor School Directors will gladly
help to answer any questions you might have. Please be sure to alert us to any special
needs of your child, especially food allergies. For the safety of your child, please give
your full attention to the online Youth Program Registration form provided to you via a
link sent by the school. If your child has special dietary needs or food allergies, the
school will send you a separate link to report these directly to Camp Blue Diamond.
There isa Stu :nt & arent Code of Conduct form your child’s teacher will send home
for you and your child to review together, you will both sign it, and return it to the
teacher.

Outdoor School is an extension of the work your child is doing in school. As you know,
some things may be learned by reading and traditional classroom study. But some things
like the essence of a lake at sunrise, the subtle movements of a red-tailed hawk, and the
importance of drinkable water are best learned outside. Our classroom becomes the
forests, fields, and waters of Camp Blue Diamond and the surrounding Rothrock State
Forest. Outdoor School provides a living laboratory as an extension of the classroom.
The theme that ties our week together is Interrelationships. We feel it is important that
every child understands something about the natural relationships which exist on our
planet.

We are looking forward to an unforgettable experience at Outdoor School with your
child!

Sincerely,
Outdoor School Staff
Shaver's Creek Environmental Center


mailto:Shaverscrcek@psu.edu
https://ShaversCreek.org

URPOSE
Outdoor School provides children with positive outdoor experiences which nurture the
knowledge, skills, and values necessary to improve their quality of life. By offering
activities which promote a healthy self-image, provide clear understandings of the
earth's natural systems, and foster an emotional bond to the natural world Outdoor
School strives to guide children toward healthy and harmonious relationships with other
people and the earth. A week away from home may bring children a new sense of
personal responsibility and independence and promote a life-long desire for learning.

As early as 1956, the Pennsylvania State University sponsored a resident outdoor
education program. In 1970, under the federal Title Ill project, Outdoor School
scheduled twenty weeks of resident programming. An organizational change took place
in 1978 combining Outdoor School with other environmental education programs under
Shaver's Creek Environmental Center. You probably know, or you may be, one of the
thousands of former Outdoor School campers and university counselors who have
enjoyed an Outdoor School experience over the past nearly 70 years!

Outdoor School takes place at Camp Blue Diamond near Petersburg, Pennsylvania
approximately 20 miles southwest of State College. Camp Blue Diamond is a third-party
entity with whom Outdoor School contracts to provide housing and meals. Camp Blue
Diamond is an American Camp Association accredited summer camp and retreat facility
operated by the Middle PA District Church of the Brethren. The property consists of 238
acres of mixed deciduous forest, fields, streams, wetlands, a lake, and a ball court. There
are winterized cabins which each accommodate up to ten people and a separate
restroom and shower building. There is a main lodge for dining and large group
activities, a campfire ring, and indoor or covered spaces for inclement weather.

es: overnight accommoaauon, meais and
snacks, first aid/CPR certified staff, well-trained counselors and instructors, learning
materials, a Discovery Book (nature journal), and an Outdoor School T-shirt.

2als: Your child will receive a well-balanced diet consisting of three meals
a day. Students and staff eat family-style in a dining room. Children will assist
in dining hall preparations and clearing tables. If your child has dietary
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~including
the overnights, unless there is an extreme situation or a medical condition. Sports team
practice, music recitals, family vacation, and elective doctor’s appointments are not
extreme situations. In the event of a situation or medical condition that warrants a
student going home at night and returning the next morning, that student must be
picked up by 5:15pm each day and returned by 8:45am the next morning. A teacher
from the school and the ODS Director to be present for the pick-up and drop-off.


















